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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in several countries in North America since 1960. It also 
compares the data from the World Bank and the United Nations World Population Prospects reports of 2017, and 2019. 
The fertility rate is the average number of children women have had or are likely to have in their lifetime. The graph 
besides each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute 
change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

The fertility rate has declined in all four countries here. It declined most dramatically in the 1960s for US and Canada and 
in the 1970s for Mexico and Cuba. The scale of change is very much smaller for the past two decades than before for all 
four countries.
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Total fertility rate, USA, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.03 3.654 1960
1961 -0.10 3.620 1961
1962 -0.15 3.461 1962
1963 -0.14 3.319 1963
1964 -0.20 3.190 1964
1965 -0.23 2.913 1965
1966 -0.18 2.721 1966
1967 -0.13 2.558 1967
1968 -0.05 2.464 1968
1969 0.01 2.456 1969
1970 -0.10 2.480 1970
1971 -0.24 2.266 1971
1972 -0.19 2.010 1972
1973 -0.09 1.879 1973
1974 -0.05 1.835  
1975 -0.05 1.774 1975
1976 0.01 1.738  
1977 0.01 1.790  
1978 0.01 1.760  
1979 0.04 1.808  
1980 0.00 1.840 1980
1981 -0.01 1.812  
1982 -0.01 1.828  
1983 -0.01 1.799  
1984 0.02 1.807  
1985 0.02 1.844  
1986 0.01 1.838 1986
1987 0.05 1.872 1987
1988 0.07 1.934  
1989 0.07 2.014 1989
1990 0.02 2.081 1990
1991 -0.02 2.063  
1992 -0.02 2.046  
1993 -0.02 2.020  
1994 -0.02 2.002  
1995 -0.01 1.978  
1996 0.00 1.976  
1997 0.01 1.971  
1998 0.02 1.999  
1999 0.03 2.008  
2000 0.01 2.056  
2001 -0.02 2.031  
2002 0.01 2.021  
2003 0.02 2.048  
2004 0.00 2.052  
2005 0.03 2.057  
2006 0.03 2.108  
2007 -0.02 2.120 2007
2008 -0.06 2.072 2008
2009 -0.07 2.002  
2010 -0.05 1.931 2010
2011 -0.03 1.895  
2012 -0.02 1.881  
2013 -0.01 1.858  
2014 -0.01 1.863  
2015 -0.03 1.844  
2016 -0.04 1.800  
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

USA total fertility rate, 1960-2016

Since 1978 the usual sweeping 
patterns of change to fertility rates 
in the USA have ended and it has 
oscillated between 1.8 and 2.1, so 
just below replacement level 
fertility.

The worldwide slump in 
the number of children 
per woman that has 
occurred since 1960 
particularly in poorer 
countries. However it can 
be seen almost 
everywhere, but in each 
place the pattern is a little 
different.

Abortion started to be legalized in the United 
States after 1973. That legalization did not 
result in a continued reduction in fertility rates, 
instead the opposite appeared to happen. In 
1973 it was 1.9, dropping to 1.7 in 1976, but 
then gradually rising to 2.0 by 1989 where it 
stayed till 2009.

In 1960 the fertility rate (children per 100 women 
aged 15-44) in the US was 3.7, but access to more 
effective forms of contraception spread and by 
1965 the fertility rate had fallen to 2.9.
The decline in the total fertility rate was less abrupt 
in the late 1960s but the rate continued to fall until 
1976 when it was 1.7

The 'summer of love' took 
place in 1967 . It may not 
be entirely coincidental 
that births in the USA 
appeared to stop falling 
for a few brief years after 
that summer, but by the 
early 1970s they were 
falling fast again, even 
faster than before.
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Total fertility rate, Canada, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.06 3.811 1960
1961 -0.06 3.753
1962 -0.07 3.681
1963 -0.11 3.607 1963
1964 -0.25 3.456 1964
1965 -0.35 3.115 1965
1966 -0.29 2.749 1966
1967 -0.18 2.528 1967
1968 -0.10 2.386 1968
1969 -0.06 2.334 1969
1970 -0.10 2.258 1970
1971 -0.14 2.141 1971
1972 -0.13 1.980 1972
1973 -0.07 1.890 1973
1974 -0.03 1.837
1975 -0.02 1.824
1976 -0.02 1.796
1977 -0.01 1.782
1978 -0.01 1.768
1979 -0.01 1.754
1980 -0.03 1.740
1981 -0.03 1.700
1982 -0.01 1.690
1983 -0.02 1.680
1984 -0.01 1.650
1985 0.01 1.670
1986 0.01 1.675
1987 0.00 1.680
1988 0.05 1.680
1989 0.08 1.770 1989
1990 -0.04 1.830 1990
1991 -0.06 1.700 1991
1992 0.00 1.710
1993 -0.02 1.700
1994 -0.03 1.670
1995 -0.04 1.639
1996 -0.04 1.592
1997 -0.03 1.550
1998 -0.02 1.529
1999 -0.02 1.509
2000 0.00 1.488 2000
2001 0.01 1.510
2002 0.01 1.501
2003 0.01 1.525
2004 0.01 1.526
2005 0.03 1.543 2005
2006 0.06 1.586 2006
2007 0.05 1.659 2007
2008 0.00 1.681 2008
2009 -0.03 1.668
2010 -0.03 1.627
2011 -0.01 1.610
2012 -0.01 1.614
2013 -0.02 1.587
2014 -0.01 1.582
2015 -0.02 1.563
2016 -0.03 1.543
2017 -0.05 1.496 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Canada total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 
15-44) in Canada was 3.8. Just like in the USA, that 
dropped dramatically in the 1960s, fastest in 1965, 
down to 2.0 by 1972 and then falling less fast until 
halting at 1.65 in 1984.
The rate rose in the late 1980s to 1.8, and then 
oscillated between 1.7 and 1.5 until 2008 when it was 
1.7 again.
Since 2008 there has been a steady decline in the 
fertility rate, and the drop in 2017 was rather 
pronounced. In 2017, the fertility rate was just below 
1.5, which was already much below the 2017 UN 
estimate of 1.61 for the 2015-2020 period. In the 2019 
UN report that was revised to 1.53 for the 2015-2020 
period.
The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility 
rate in Canada of 1.57 by 2045-50 and 1.71 by 2095-
2100. Just two years early they thought it would be 
1.66 and 1.78. These figures have been revised 
substantially down in just two years!
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Total fertility rate, Mexico, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.01 6.768 1960
1961 0.00 6.762
1962 0.00 6.758
1963 0.00 6.754
1964 0.00 6.752
1965 0.01 6.755
1966 0.02 6.768 1966
1967 0.02 6.789
1968 0.02 6.813
1969 0.01 6.831
1970 -0.02 6.830 1970
1971 -0.06 6.789 1971
1972 -0.12 6.700 1972
1973 -0.17 6.558 1973
1974 -0.21 6.366 1974
1975 -0.25 6.130 1975
1976 -0.27 5.864 1976
1977 -0.27 5.587 1977
1978 -0.26 5.317 1978
1979 -0.24 5.064 1979
1980 -0.21 4.836 1980
1981 -0.19 4.635 1981
1982 -0.17 4.457 1982
1983 -0.15 4.296 1983
1984 -0.14 4.151 1984
1985 -0.13 4.019 1985
1986 -0.12 3.899
1987 -0.11 3.786
1988 -0.11 3.678
1989 -0.10 3.573
1990 -0.10 3.470 1990
1991 -0.10 3.369
1992 -0.09 3.273
1993 -0.09 3.182
1994 -0.08 3.097
1995 -0.08 3.018 1995
1996 -0.07 2.946
1997 -0.06 2.880
1998 -0.06 2.821
1999 -0.05 2.766
2000 -0.05 2.716 2000
2001 -0.05 2.669
2002 -0.04 2.623
2003 -0.04 2.579
2004 -0.04 2.536
2005 -0.04 2.495 2005
2006 -0.04 2.456
2007 -0.03 2.421
2008 -0.03 2.391
2009 -0.02 2.364
2010 -0.02 2.341 2010
2011 -0.02 2.318
2012 -0.02 2.295
2013 -0.03 2.270
2014 -0.03 2.243
2015 -0.03 2.215 2015
2016 -0.03 2.184
2017 -0.03 2.153 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Mexico total fertility rate, 1960-2017

Mexico used to have nearly 7 children per women in 
1970, a time when the fertility rate reached the peak.

Mexico saw very significant drop in fertility rate since 
1970. This drop was ever faster in the first half of the 
1970s, and the largest drop was seen in 1976 and 
1977. Then the decline has slowed down.

However, since 2010, the drop has became faster 
again, and this acceleration trend has continued into 
2017. In 2017, the fertility rate was 2.153, which was 
already much below the 2017 UN estimate of 2.29 for 
the 2015-2020 period. This rate was even lower in the 
2019 UN report at 2.14 for the 2015-2020 period.

The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility 
rate in Mexico of 1.74 by both 2045-50 and 2095-
2100. Just two years early they thought it would be 
1.78 by 2095-2100. 
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Total fertility rate, Cuba, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.178 4.182 1960
1961 0.164 4.360 1961
1962 0.123 4.509 1962
1963 0.067 4.606 1963
1964 0.006 4.643 1964
1965 -0.051 4.617 1965
1966 -0.092 4.540 1966
1967 -0.114 4.433 1967
1968 -0.127 4.312 1968
1969 -0.140 4.180 1969
1970 -0.162 4.033 1970
1971 -0.194 3.857 1971
1972 -0.229 3.646 1972
1973 -0.260 3.400 1973
1974 -0.278 3.127 1974
1975 -0.277 2.844 1975
1976 -0.256 2.573 1976
1977 -0.220 2.332 1977
1978 -0.173 2.134 1978
1979 -0.121 1.987 1979
1980 -0.072 1.892 1980
1981 -0.033 1.843
1982 -0.009 1.826
1983 0.003 1.825
1984 0.006 1.832
1985 0.002 1.837 1985
1986 -0.005 1.836
1987 -0.014 1.826
1988 -0.022 1.809
1989 -0.030 1.782
1990 -0.034 1.750
1991 -0.033 1.715
1992 -0.028 1.684
1993 -0.020 1.660
1994 -0.012 1.645
1995 -0.005 1.637
1996 -0.002 1.635
1997 -0.002 1.634
1998 -0.004 1.631
1999 -0.007 1.625
2000 -0.009 1.617
2001 -0.012 1.606
2002 -0.012 1.594
2003 -0.010 1.583
2004 -0.006 1.575
2005 -0.001 1.570 2005
2006 0.005 1.572
2007 0.012 1.581
2008 0.018 1.596
2009 0.022 1.616
2010 0.024 1.639 2010
2011 0.023 1.663
2012 0.020 1.685
2013 0.014 1.702
2014 0.009 1.713
2015 0.004 1.720
2016 0.001 1.722
2017 0.000 1.722 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Cuba total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The total fertility rate in Cuba has increased 
a little in the early 1960s, and then began to 
delince since 1964.

The decline accelerated in the decade 
betwee 1965 and 1975, and then slowed 
down until 1985.

Although after 1985, the decline accelerated 
again, the scale and the rate of the change 
were much smaller than before.

Since 2005, the fertility rate seems to grow 
again, but at a really slow speed. The growth 
decelerated since 2010. In 2017, the fertility 
rate in Cuba was 1.722, which was exactly 
the same as it was in 2016.


